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Late Edition 


Today, morning rain, cloudy, high 48. 
Tonight, becoming clear, windy, 
colder, low 26. Tomorrow, partly 
sunny, windy, much colder, high 30. 
Weather map appears on Page B8. 
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Final Scramble 


In Erratic Race 
For Senate Seat 


No. 57,809 


Working to Galvanize 
Support in Alabama 


This article is by Alan Blinder, Al- 
exander Burns and Jonathan Mar- 
tin. 


MIDLAND CITY, Ala. — Roy S. 
Moore rallied rural conservatives, 
and Doug Jones made his closing 
argument to a diverse crowd in 
Birmingham as Alabama’s most 
unpredictable, volatile and off- 
the-rails Senate race in memory 
shuddered to a close ahead of 
Tuesday’s special election. 

“It’s difficult to drain the swamp 
when you're up to your neck in al- 
ligators, and that’s where we are,” 
Mr. Moore, who has been accused 
of sexual misconduct against 
teenage girls, said Monday night 
at an event in Alabama’s Wire- 
grass region, near the Florida bor- 
der. “We’re up to our neck in alli- 
gators. We’re up to the neck in 
people that don’t want change in 
Washington, D.C.” 

Along with the theatrics of the 
last day, the state, by turns ener- 
gized and exhausted, faced a bar- 
rage of television ads, conflicting 
polls, presidential tweets and last- 
minute pleas. 

But on the eve of the vote, with 
huge implications for both parties 
and for President Trump, the blur 
of campaign tactics did little to 
clarify the contest’s trajectory. 

The Alabama secretary of state, 
John H. Merrill, said he expected 
a modest turnout of 20 to 25 per- 
cent — it was about 64 percent in 
the 2016 presidential election. Lo- 
cal officials have reported an un- 
usually high number of requests 
for absentee ballots, but Demo- 
cratic and Republican strategists 
said it was exceptionally difficult 
to predict who, exactly, would ulti- 
mately cast votes in a rare mid- 
December special election. 

And so with turnout the biggest 
riddle, both Mr. Jones and Mr. 
Moore scrambled Monday to 
shore up support where they 
could. After dark, Mr. Moore ral- 
lied supporters in this rural area 
of southeast Alabama, a near-cer- 
tain trove of Republican votes. Mr. 
Jones, who spent his weekend ap- 
pearing with prominent black 
Democrats, campaigned in Birm- 
ingham and Montgomery, Ala- 
bama’s two most populous cities, 
to try to energize urban and Afri- 
can-American voters who would 
be central to a Democratic victory. 

Mr. Jones, a former United 

Continued on Page A19 
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The area around the Port Authority Bus Terminal was cordoned off Monday after an explosion in a subway station corridor. 


In Texas Congressman’s Office, 


Lewd Talk and ‘Redhead Patrol’ 


By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 


WASHINGTON — When Lau- 
ren Greene, a former communica- 
tions director for Representative 
Blake Farenthold, sued him claim- 
ing sexual harassment, among 
her complaints was that he “dis- 
closed that a female lobbyist had 
propositioned him for ‘a three- 
some.” 

Mr. Farenthold, in legal docu- 
ments, said that Ms. Greene had it 
wrong. The woman wasn’t a lob- 
byist, he said. 

As allegations of sexual miscon- 
duct rock Capitol Hill — three law- 
makers announced their resigna- 
tions last week alone — Mr. Faren- 
thold, Republican of Texas, stands 
out as the survivor. He was sued 
over accusations of sexual har- 
assment three years ago, paid out 
an $84,000 settlement, financed 
by taxpayers, and has an open 
Ethics Committee investigation 
into his behavior. Yet only a few 
Republicans have called for his 
resignation. 

A peek into the inner workings 
of his office reveals the kind of 
hostile work environment, rife 
with sexual innuendo, that 
prompted Representative Jackie 
Speier, Democrat of California, to 


call Congress “the worst” place 
for women to work. 

Throughout the Capitol, House 
aides have described office cul- 
tures where sexually explicit con- 
versations are routine, pickup 
lines are part of daily life, hiring 
can be based on looks, tolerance is 
expected and intolerance of such 
behavior is ca- 
reer-ending. In 
Mr. Faren- 
thold’s case, le- 
gal documents 
and interviews 
with former 
aides suggest 
an atmosphere 
in which the 
congressman 


Blake set the tone for 
Farenthold off-color jokes 

and inappropri- 
ate banter, which flourished 


among his underlings. 

Former employees also said 
that Mr. Farenthold had an explo- 
sive temper and often bullied his 
aides, prompting a high turnover. 
That echoes complaints about 
Representative Tim Murphy, Re- 
publican of Pennsylvania and a 


Continued on Page A22 


Doubling Down on Daily Life 
In the Face of Modern Danger 


Remember that computer 
analyst from New Jersey, mari- 
nating in rage over a lost job, 
who firebombed two subway 

cars in 1994 and 
badly hurt dozens of 
JIM people? The name 
DWYER was Edward J. Leary, 
of Scotch Plains, and 

ABout Pe Stands as the 
NEW YORK author of the most 
successful terrorist 
attacks of modern times, and 
perhaps ever, in the New York 
City transit system. 

How about the mysterious 
man who stepped just inside the 
turnstiles at a 125th Street sta- 
tion one day in October 1988 with 
a pipe bomb under each arm, 
four small batteries and two 
flashcubes for triggers? The one 
under the left arm detonated and 
blew a hole into his body, which 
was never identified. 

Mr. Leary, now of Sing Sing 
prison, and the unidentified man, 
now in potter’s field, don’t ring 
any bells? 

Didn’t think so. 

For most of us, a touch of 
amnesia permits a sane-ish 
existence. We outsource vigi- 
lance and keep the turnstiles 


spinning. 

So there goes a guy in a home- 
made suicide vest near the Port 
Authority subway station on 
Monday morning. And here 
come the workweek legions, 
doubling down on the everyday. 

Liberating one ear from his 
headphones, Jaefern Fernandez 
looked up from his seat on the C 
train, then glanced back to his 
phone. He was on his way from 
145th Street in Manhattan to the 
multiplex movie theater on 42nd 
Street where he works. 

“Tm just seeing about it,” Mr. 
Fernandez said, thumbing his 
screen. “It’s messed up.” 

Overhearing this, another man 
frowned. “What? When did that 
happen?” he asked. Just before 
7:30 in the morning, he was told. 
“I was asleep,” he explained. 

Brought up to speed on the 
calamity that did not quite hap- 
pen, neither man had the slight- 
est intention of altering his route. 

Louis Bernier knew about the 
bomber before he boarded the A 
train in Washington Heights, 
pushing a stroller with his son 
Oliver, age 2 14. Indeed, he 
quickly summoned an inventory 


Continued on Page A26 
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MAN DETONATES 
BOMB HE CARRIED 
UNDER TIMES SQ. 


TRANSIT HUB SHUT DOWN 


Four Are Injured in What 
Officials Call a Failed 
Suicide Attack 


By SARAH MASLIN NIR 
and WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM 


Awould-be suicide attacker det- 
onated a pipe bomb strapped to 
his body in the heart of Manhat- 
tan’s busiest subway corridor on 
Monday, sending thousands of 
terrified commuters fleeing the 
smoke-choked passageways, and 
bringing the heart of Midtown toa 
standstill as hundreds of police of- 
ficers converged on Times Square 
and the surrounding streets. 

But the makeshift weapon 
failed to fully detonate, and the at- 
tacker himself was the only one 
seriously injured in the blast, 
which unfolded just before 7:20 
a.m. 

Law enforcement officials said 
the attacker, identified by the po- 
lice as Akayed Ullah, 27, chose the 
location because of its Christmas- 
themed posters, a motive that re- 
called strikes in Europe, and he 
told investiga- 
tors that he set 
off his bomb in 
retaliation for 
United States 
airstrikes on 
ISIS targets in 
Syria and else- 
where. 

It was the 
third attack in 
New York City 
since Septem- 
ber 2016, and the second in two 
months, coming only weeks after 
eight people were killed in a truck 
attack along a Hudson River bike 
path. Like the earlier two, the at- 
tack on Monday appears to have 
been carried out by a so-called 
“lone-wolf” terrorist. 

The explosion on Monday 
morning echoed through the sub- 
way tunnels just off Times Square 
and filled parts of the Port Author- 
ity Bus Terminal with smoke as 
commuters fled. Even as smoke 
still filled the chamber, Mr. Ullah 
was subdued by Port Authority 
police officers. 

After he was subdued, Mr. Ullah 
was taken to Bellevue Hospital 
Center, where he was in serious 
condition with burns to his hands 

Continued on Page A25 


Akayed Ullah 


With Nafta, Mexico Receives 
Unexpected Import: Obesity 


‘Transformed by Cheap, High-Calorie Food 


By ANDREW JACOBS and MATT RICHTEL 


SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS CA- 
SAS, Mexico — William Ruiz 
Sanchez spends his days grilling 
burgers and slathering fried hot 
dogs with pepperoni and cheese at 
his family’s restaurant. Refrigera- 
tors and fire-engine red tables 
provided by Coca-Cola feature the 
company’s logo in exchange for 
exclusive sale of its drinks. 

Though members of the Ruiz 
family sometimes eat here, they 


PLANET FAT 
A U.S.-Style Diet 


more often grab dinner at Domi- 
no’s or McDonald’s. For midday 
snacks, they buy Doritos or Chee- 
tos at Oxxo, a convenience store 
chain so ubiquitous here that nu- 
tritionists and health care advo- 
cates mockingly refer to the city 
as San Cristóbal de las Oxxos. 
The family’s experience in food 


service began in the 1960s, when 
Mr. Ruiz’s grandmother sold ta- 
males and home-cooked food 
made with produce from a nearby 
farm; those same ingredients sus- 
tained her boys with vegetable 
stews, beans, tortillas and eggs. 
Meat was a luxury. 

Since then, the Ruizes have be- 
come both consumers and partici- 
pants in an extraordinary trans- 
formation of the country’s food 
system, one that has saddled 
them and millions of other Mexi- 
cans with diet-related illnesses. 

It is a seismic shift that some 
nutritionists say has an underap- 
preciated cause: free trade. 

Mexico began lifting tariffs and 
allowing more foreign investment 
in the 1980s, a transition to free 
trade given an exclamation point 
in 1994, when Mexico, the United 
States and Canada enacted the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement. Opponents in Mexico 


Continued on Page A10 


Beijing’s Purge 


This article is by Chris Buckley, 
Sui-Lee Wee and Adam Wu. 


BEIJING — With coding skills, 
a foreign degree, fluent English 
and an apartment barely big 
enough for his espresso maker 
and two cats, Si Ruomu thought he 
was the kind of go-getting young 
tech worker that Beijing needs to 
thrive in the 21st century. 

That was before the police ar- 
rived at his apartment building 
and ordered him and hundreds of 
others to vacate within 48 hours. 
Like most of his fellow tenants, 
Mr. Sihad come from elsewhere in 
China to find work in the capital, 
which often treats migrants virtu- 
ally as second-class citizens. 

“One minute you’re drinking 
espressos, the next you’re being 
evicted,” said Mr. Si, 28, a bespec- 
tacled programmer who grew up 
in northern China and studied 
computer science in New Zea- 
land. “Pm starting to think 
whether people like me have a fu- 
ture in Beijing.” 

As Beijing has launched its 
most aggressive drive in decades 
to rid itself of unwanted migrants, 
the brunt of the crackdown has 
fallen on laborers from the coun- 
tryside. But it has also hurt a dif- 


of Migrants Sweeps Up the Skilled and wilted 


BRYAN DENTON FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Carting belongings away from a condemned housing complex in a northern Beijing district. 


ferent kind of migrant: educated 
and ambitious white-collar work- 
ers drawn to the city’s new econ- 
omy of tech, finance and hospital- 
ity industries. 

Beijing is a cultural, technolog- 


ical and commercial capital as 
well as a political one, and the ten- 
ements on its outskirts are home 
to tens of thousands of hopeful 
young college graduates who 
have moved here seeking better 


jobs and better lives. 

These job seekers are treated as 
migrants in their own capital, be- 
cause China’s biggest cities are 
fortresses of official privilege, es- 


Continued on Page Al2 
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Hunting Militants From the Air 
B-52’s have once again been called into 
action in Afghanistan. A Times journal- 
PAGE A13 


ist accompanied a mission. 


The Election After Putin 


The real battle in Russia will come after 
President Vladimir V. Putin’s term ends 
in 2024, after his 2018 victory. PAGE Al4 
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countries would tolerate. 


poor, Kevin Roose writes. 


Cogs in Europe’s Machine 


Thousands of European migrants toil 
under conditions that few in their host 


Parallel Internet for ‘Alt-Right’ 


Hard-right activists tried to create their 
own digital services, but the results are 
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SCIENCE TIMES D1-8 


protective effects. 


Birth Control Pills and Cancer 


A small increased risk of breast cancer 
among women using hormonal contra- 
ceptives may be offset by the pill’s 
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Winds Overwhelm Rules 


Local regulations have proved no match 
for the high-wind fires that have rav- 
aged Southern California. 


Tax Plan’s One-Page Analysis 

A single-page Treasury assessment of 
the nearly 500-page Senate tax bill says 
the plan will pay for itself. 


ARTS C1-8 


Golden Globes Cast a Wide Net 


“The Shape of Water” led the way with 
seven nominations, while the newspa- 
per drama “The Post” had six. In TV, 
“Big Little Lies” had six nods. 
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NEW YORK A24-27 


Housing Plan for the Homeless 
Mayor Bill de Blasio will announce a 
plan geared toward converting 800 
apartments used to house the homeless 


SPORTSTUESDAY B9-13 
The Racers’ Edge Is Blue 


German speedskaters, above, and even 
Norway, famously red, are wearing blue 
at competitions. Is it the quickest color, 

or is psychology at play? 
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into affordable housing. PAGE A24 
EDITORIAL, OP-ED A30-31 
Paul Krugman PAGE A31 
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